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SUBJECT: NAMIBIAN PRISONERS ON ROBBEN ISLAND 

1. DURING LAST WEEK'S DEBATE ON PRISON BUDGET, MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
AND PRISONS KRUGER SAID, IN ANSWER TO A QUESTION FROM PROGRESSIVE 
PARTY MP HELEN SUZMAN, THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS CONSIDERING TRANS- 
FERRING SOUTH WEST AFRICAN PRISONERS, CURRENTLY HELD ON ROBBEN 
ISLAND, TO JAILS IN SWA. KRUGER ADDED THAT, "EVEN IF I WERE TO 

TAKE ALL THE SOUTH WESTERS TO SOUTH WEST I WILL NOT SEND HERMAM 
TOIVO BACK AS HE IS ONE OF THE GREATEST COMMUNISTS I HAVE EVER 
KNOWN." KRUGER IDENTIFIED TOIVO AS A CAPE TOWN-BORN FOUNDER 
OF SWAPO. 

2. COMMENT: THIS IS SECOND TIME THIS YEAR KRUGER HAS TOLD MRS. 

SUZMAN IN THE HOUSE THAT SAG IS CONSIDERING POSSIBILITY OF 
RETURNING NAMIBIAN PRISONERS TO NAMIBIA. IN FACT. AS DEPT AWARE, 
WHOLE QUESTION OF CONTINUED USE OF ROBBEN ISLAND AS A PRISON IS 
UNDER STUDY PRIMARILY DUE, ACCORDING TO SAG, TO DIFFICULTY OF 
SUPPLYING IT WITH FRESH WATER. KRUGER'S STATEMENT REGARDING TOIVO 
REFLECTS GOVERNMENT VIEW, AS ENUNCIATED MOST RECENTLY BY PRIME 
MINISTER (HANSARD 4382) THAT SWAPO IS DIRECT DESCENDANT OF 
OVAMBOLAND S PEOPLE ORGANIZATION (OPO) WHICH CREATED IN 1957 
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